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Policy Statement

The Christ College of Nursing and Health Sciences (TCC) diagnostic medical sonography program has a
responsibility to educate students with the goal of becoming competent professionals to care for their
patients (persons, families, and/or communities) with cognitive knowledge, psychomotor skills, and
functionally affective behaviors. The following abilities and characteristics, defined as technical
standards, established by the program and deemed necessary to successfully complete the requirements
of the program. Key areas in diagnostic medical sonography include the possession, or acquisition, of
abilities and skills in the areas of motor skills, sensory skills, communication skills, critical thinking and
cognitive skills, and behavior and social attributes.

Each student must meet the technical standards, with reasonable accommodation if necessary, and each
student will be expected to acknowledge the student has read, understands, and is able to meet the
standards, with or without reasonable accommodation.

If accommodations are required to perform the technical standards, please contact TCC Student Success
Center Director regarding services and resources. TCC may require a student to undergo an evaluation
to ascertain whether these technical standards can be met with reasonable accommodation, if
necessary.

TCC Diagnostic Medical Sonography program provides reasonable accommodations to students on a
nondiscriminatory basis consistent with legal requirements as outlined in Federal, state, and local laws
and regulations.
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Technical Standards

Motor Skills

Ability to perform hand and upper extremity repetitive movements and sustained positions, for extended
periods of time, which requires fine and gross motor skills for both hands and upper extremities.

Ability to push, pull, bend and stoop routinely to move and adjust sonographic equipment and patients.
Ability to routinely transport, move, and/or lift patients from a wheelchair or stretcher to the examination
table or patient bed, and physically assist patients into proper positions for examination.

Ability to exert up to 20 pounds of force occasionally, 10 pounds of force frequently, and/or a negligible
amount of force constantly to move objects.

Ability to use both hands, wrists, and shoulders to maintain prolonged arm positions necessary for scanning
and recording sonographic images.

Ability to lift up to 50 pounds.

Possess physical strength and endurance to sit and stand for long periods of time.

Fine motor skills including the ability to pinch and pick-up objects with both hands, grasp small objects with
hands and fingers, twist with hands, write with a writing utensil, and use electronic equipment.

Ability to respond promptly to emergencies as to not hinder the ability of coworkers to provide prompt
treatment and care.

Ability to perform physical capabilities and practice correct ergonomics as indicated by Society of Diagnostic
Medical Sonography, OSHA, CDC and JCAHO.

Sensory Skills

Ability to see and function in semi-dark settings with the ability to differentiate various color combinations and
distinguish 16 shades of grey and color distinctions on ultrasound images.

Sufficient position, movement, and balance sensations to assist and safely guard patients who are ambulating,
transferring, or performing other activities.

Olfactory ability to detect smoke detectors and odors.

Ability to recognize and respond to soft voices, faint body sounds, auditory timers, equipment alarms, call
bells, and distinguish audible doppler signals.

Ability to demonstrate hand-eye coordination for sonography scanning requiring fine and gross motor skills.
Tactile ability to palpate a pulse, temperature, vibration and to detect changes or abnormalities of surface
texture, palpable masses, skin temperature, body contour, muscle tone, and joint movement.

Communication Skills

Ability to communicate, as well as read and record in patient records in oral and written English accurately and
efficiently.

Ability to accurately elicit or interpret information such as medical history and other info to adequately and
effectively evaluate a client or patient’s condition.

Ability to accurately convey and exchange information and interpretation of information to patients and the
health care team.

Effectively communicate in teams.

Ability to connect with others to sense and stimulate reactions and desired interactions.

Ability to understand and respond to verbal and non-verbal methods of communication when interacting with
patients and the health care team.
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Critical Thinking and Cognitive Skills

Ability to recognize and respond to critical sonographic findings.

Record, analyze, and process diagnostic data and other pertinent observations made during the procedure for
presentation to the interpreting physician.

Ability to acquire, conceptualize, and use evidence-based information from demonstrations and experiences in
the basic and applied sciences including, but not limited to, information conveyed through online coursework,
lecture, group seminar, small group activities, physical demonstrations, and clinical practice.

Ability to identify, assess, and comprehend conditions surrounding patient situations for the purpose of
problem solving and coming to appropriate conclusions and/or courses of action.

Ability to obtain and interpret sonographic information and modify exam as indicated by findings.

Ability to measure, collect, and analyze written, verbal and observed data.

Ability to conceptually visualize anatomy and pathology in three dimensions.

Behavior and Social Attributes

Ability to maintain effective, professional, and sensitive relationships with clients/patients, students, faculty,
staff, and other professionals under all circumstances while protecting patient confidentiality.

Ability to make proper judgments regarding safe and quality care.

Ability to function effectively in stressful environments.

Ability to demonstrate professional role in interactions with patients, intra and inter-professional teams.
Ability to employ interpersonal skills for professional interactions with clients/patients and the health care
team.

Ability to operate in different cultural settings and demonstrate sensitivity toward individuals from diverse
backgrounds.

Ability to work productively, drive engagement, and demonstrate presence as a member of a heath care team.
Demonstrate the ability to be aware of, and appropriately react to, one’s own immediate emotional responses
and biases.

Ability to adapt to changing environments, display flexibility, and learn to function under conditions of
uncertainty inherent in clinical practice.

Ability to accept appropriate suggestions and criticisms and respond by modifying behavior when necessary.
Ability to demonstrate reasonably flexibility in adapting to changing work situations and unexpected situations
inherent to clinical practice.
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